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Stanley St Andrew’s Church of England Primary School
Curriculum Policy for Geography
We inspire all children to flourish by sharing their individual light during a life of fullness within God’s love of all.
Policy Statement
Geography raises and answers questions about the natural and human worlds. It develops pupils’ knowledge of places, people, environments and processes at local, national and global scales. It also develops the geographical skills needed to collect, analyse, interpret and communicate geographical information, including through maps, fieldwork and appropriate digital technologies.
Our curriculum helps pupils understand their own locality, including Stanley village and the surrounding environment, while deliberately broadening their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world. Geography enables pupils to understand relationships between people, places and environments and to consider environmental change, sustainability and stewardship within our Christian ethos.
Aims
The aims of geography are to:
develop contextual knowledge of globally significant places, including their defining physical and human characteristics;
develop understanding of the processes that shape physical and human features and how these processes interact and change over time;
develop competence in collecting, analysing and communicating geographical information;
enable pupils to interpret maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs, geographical information systems and other geographical sources;
develop fieldwork skills through observation, measurement, recording and presentation of geographical information;
develop accurate geographical vocabulary and increasingly secure spatial understanding;
help pupils compare places without stereotyping and understand cultural, environmental and economic diversity;
encourage informed consideration of environmental issues, sustainability and responsible stewardship.
Teaching and learning style
We use a range of teaching approaches appropriate to the geographical knowledge and skills being taught. Teachers provide clear explanations and modelling, explicitly teach vocabulary, use maps and visual representations, and give pupils regular opportunities to ask and answer geographical questions.
Pupils use maps, atlases, globes, statistics, graphs, photographs, aerial and satellite images, fieldwork data and appropriate digital mapping. Geographical enquiry is rooted in secure knowledge: pupils are taught the information and concepts they need before being expected to investigate, compare, interpret or reach conclusions.
Teachers maintain ambitious curricular goals for all pupils and use adaptive teaching to remove barriers. This may include modelling, structured talk, visual support, pre-teaching, additional practice, adapted resources, assistive technology and targeted adult support. Pupils requiring further challenge deepen the precision, connections and reasoning in their geographical thinking rather than simply completing different or additional tasks.
Geography Curriculum Planning
We use the statutory National Curriculum programme of study for geography as the basis for curriculum planning. To support curriculum design and ensure full coverage of National Curriculum requirements, the school has drawn upon the Kapow Geography scheme. Staff have then adapted and extended this framework through curriculum mapping informed by Chris Quigley Curriculum Companions and wider subject expertise.
As we have mixed-age classes, geography is organised through carefully sequenced multi-year curriculum cycles. These secure statutory coverage, avoid unnecessary repetition and ensure that pupils revisit and build upon prior learning.
Geography is currently a trial subject for the implementation of our revised curriculum approach. Staff have developed a curriculum map which identifies the key composite knowledge that pupils are expected to secure within each unit of work. This is being developed further into a progression document that maps the component knowledge, vocabulary, concepts and geographical practices required within individual lessons, enabling pupils to build secure understanding over time.
This approach is designed not only to meet National Curriculum expectations but also to establish and develop core geographical knowledge, concepts and skills in greater depth. Progression documents identify how knowledge, vocabulary, mapwork, fieldwork and geographical reasoning develop across the curriculum, ensuring that learning is coherent, cumulative and increasingly sophisticated.
Curriculum
Early Years (EYFS)
Within Reception, the foundations of geography are developed primarily through the EYFS area of Understanding the World, particularly People, Culture and Communities and The Natural World. Children explore their immediate environment, observe seasonal and environmental change, talk about places that are familiar to them and encounter contrasting environments and communities through stories, maps, images, visits and discussion.
Children develop early positional and spatial language, curiosity about the natural world and an increasingly rich vocabulary. These experiences prepare them for the Key Stage 1 geography curriculum.
Key Stage 1
During Key Stage 1, pupils develop knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world. They learn the names and locations of the world’s seven continents and five oceans, the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas. They study the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom and a contrasting non-European area, identify seasonal and daily weather patterns, and locate hot and cold areas of the world.
Pupils use maps, atlases and globes, aerial photographs and plans; devise simple maps; use basic symbols in a key; use simple compass directions and locational language; and undertake fieldwork to study the geography of the school and its surroundings.
Key Stage 2
During Key Stage 2, pupils extend their locational and place knowledge and develop greater understanding of physical and human processes. They locate countries and major features of Europe and North and South America; identify counties and cities of the United Kingdom and key topographical features; use latitude, longitude, the Equator, hemispheres, tropics, polar circles and time zones; and study regions of the United Kingdom, a European country and North or South America.
Pupils study physical geography including climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes and the water cycle, and human geography including settlement, land use, economic activity, trade links and the distribution of natural resources. They develop mapwork, grid-reference, compass and fieldwork skills and use appropriate digital mapping and geographical data.
Where links with partner schools or communities, including international links, remain active and educationally purposeful, these may enrich pupils’ place knowledge and understanding of similarities and differences between communities.
Local Geography and Fieldwork
Local geography is a distinctive strength of our curriculum. Stanley village, the school grounds and the surrounding rural and farming environment provide meaningful contexts for pupils to develop fieldwork skills and apply geographical knowledge.
Fieldwork is planned progressively across the school. Pupils observe, measure, record and present information using methods appropriate to their age and the question being investigated. The school’s termly Ramble is retained as a valuable opportunity to revisit and develop fieldwork and geographical skills, with a clear curriculum focus identified for each experience.
Fieldwork and educational visits are planned in accordance with the school’s educational visits, safeguarding and health and safety procedures, including appropriate risk assessment.
The contribution of geography to other curriculum areas
Geography contributes strongly to literacy, mathematics, science, computing, PSHE and pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. These connections are used where they strengthen geographical learning rather than replace the explicit teaching of geography.
Pupils read geographical texts, communicate explanations and arguments, use numerical and graphical data, consider scale and distance, and use digital mapping and other technology where appropriate. Environmental and place-based learning provides opportunities to explore stewardship, sustainability, diversity, interdependence and responsible citizenship.
Teaching about places, peoples and cultures is accurate and respectful. Teachers avoid stereotypes and simplistic comparisons and support pupils to understand diversity within as well as between places.
Teaching geography to children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND)
Geography is an entitlement for all pupils. Teachers are responsible and accountable for the progress and development of pupils in their class, including where pupils receive additional support.
Provision for pupils with SEND is consistent with the school’s SEND Policy, the SEND Code of Practice and the Equality Act 2010. Teachers identify barriers and make reasonable adjustments and appropriate adaptations so pupils can access the intended curriculum. Adaptations should support pupils towards ambitious curricular goals rather than routinely providing a separate or reduced geography curriculum.
Assessment and Recording
Assessment in geography identifies whether pupils are learning and remembering the intended curriculum and can use geographical knowledge and skills appropriately. Teachers use questioning, discussion, retrieval, pupils’ work, mapwork, fieldwork and explanations to identify secure learning, misconceptions and gaps.
Assessment considers pupils’ locational and place knowledge, understanding of human and physical processes, geographical vocabulary, map and fieldwork competence and ability to interpret geographical information. Assessment information is used to inform subsequent teaching and curriculum review.
Recording is proportionate. Pupils’ books, maps, fieldwork records, practical outcomes and photographs may provide useful evidence, but evidence collection is not an end in itself. The school is not required by this policy to maintain separate photographic folders or termly generic progression-grid entries where these do not improve teaching or curriculum evaluation.
Resources
Resources include maps, atlases, globes, aerial and satellite images, fieldwork equipment, texts and appropriate digital mapping tools. Resources are reviewed for accuracy, quality, age appropriateness and their contribution to the planned curriculum. Local resources and the school environment are used extensively where they strengthen geographical learning.
Monitoring
The geography subject leader provides strategic leadership for the subject and monitors whether the planned curriculum is being taught and learned. Monitoring is proportionate and may include pupil discussion, work scrutiny, lesson visits, curriculum conversations, assessment information and review of fieldwork and curriculum planning.
The subject leader supports colleagues’ geographical subject and pedagogical knowledge, reviews curriculum sequencing and resources, considers the experience and outcomes of pupils with SEND, disadvantaged pupils and other relevant groups, and identifies priorities for development. Findings are reported to the headteacher and governing body as appropriate.
Review
This policy was reviewed in September 2026.
This policy will next be reviewed in September 2027 in accordance with the school’s policy review schedule, or earlier if there are significant changes to statutory requirements, national guidance or the school’s curriculum approach.
At each review, the policy will be considered through the school’s agreed policy approval and delegation arrangements.
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