STANLEY ST ANDREW'S CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL
HANDWRITING POLICY

Vision Statement
"We inspire all children to flourish by sharing their individual light during a life of fullness within God's love of all."
As a Church of England school, we believe that every child is unique and valued. We are committed to nurturing the God-given gifts and talents of all our pupils, enabling them to flourish academically, socially, spiritually and emotionally.
1. Statement of Intent
At Stanley St Andrew's Church of England Primary School, we believe that every child should be equipped with the skills and confidence to communicate their thoughts, ideas and learning effectively.
We view handwriting as more than a presentation skill; it is an important tool that enables pupils to record their thinking, express themselves clearly and participate fully across the curriculum. We want children to develop pride in their work and understand that handwriting is an important part of communicating with an audience.
Our aim is for all pupils to develop a fluent, legible and efficient handwriting style that allows them to write with increasing independence and confidence. When handwriting becomes automatic, pupils are able to focus more fully on generating ideas, applying their knowledge and engaging with learning across all subjects.
In keeping with our vision to inspire all children to flourish by sharing their individual light, we provide a learning environment in which all pupils are supported to be successful. We recognise that children develop handwriting skills at different rates and are committed to providing appropriate support and intervention so that handwriting does not become a barrier to achievement.
Our handwriting curriculum is underpinned by our school's golden thread of Know More, Remember More, Do More.
Know More
Pupils develop secure knowledge and understanding of:
· correct letter formation
· effective pencil grip
· posture and positioning
· letter families and patterns
· joins and spacing
· presentation expectations
Remember More
Pupils revisit and practise previously taught handwriting skills regularly so that knowledge, techniques and habits become embedded and can be recalled automatically.
Do More
Pupils apply handwriting skills confidently and independently across the curriculum, using them to communicate, record learning and express their ideas effectively in a wide range of contexts.

2. Aims
We aim for all pupils to:
· develop fluent, legible and efficient handwriting
· take pride in the presentation of their work
· develop stamina and automaticity in writing
· use consistent letter formation and joins
· apply handwriting skills across all curriculum areas
· communicate effectively through writing
· become confident and successful writers
· leave Stanley St Andrew's able to select an appropriate handwriting style for different purposes and audiences

3. Teaching and Learning
Handwriting is taught regularly through explicit instruction, modelling, guided practice and independent application.
Handwriting teaching reflects the principles identified within the Department for Education's Writing Framework (2025). Teaching places a strong emphasis on:
· explicit instruction and modelling
· regular guided practice
· deliberate rehearsal of taught skills
· developing fluency and automaticity
· reducing cognitive load during writing
· ensuring pupils can apply handwriting skills independently across the curriculum
Through this approach, pupils develop increasingly efficient transcription skills, enabling them to devote greater attention to composition and the communication of meaning.
Teaching follows the gradual release model:
I Do
Teachers explicitly model:
· correct posture
· chair and table positioning
· pencil grip
· letter formation
· joins
· spacing
· presentation expectations
Teachers provide clear explanations, verbal prompts and worked examples.
We Do
Pupils practise alongside the teacher through:
· guided practice
· shared writing
· verbal rehearsal
· structured feedback
· correction of misconceptions
Teaching is adapted where necessary to ensure all pupils achieve success.
You Do
Pupils apply their learning independently during handwriting lessons and throughout the wider curriculum.
Regular opportunities are provided for pupils to consolidate and apply handwriting skills in meaningful contexts.
This approach enables pupils to develop increasing confidence, fluency and automaticity over time.

4. Early Years Foundation Stage
In the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), handwriting begins with the development of gross motor and fine motor skills.
Children are provided with a wide range of opportunities to develop the physical foundations required for successful handwriting through activities such as:
· large-scale mark making
· painting and drawing
· tracing and pattern making
· dough and malleable materials
· threading
· cutting activities
· construction activities
· outdoor writing opportunities
Children are taught to:
· hold a pencil effectively using a tripod grip in almost all cases
· develop strength and control in their hands and fingers
· form recognisable letters correctly
· develop correct letter orientation
· begin writing words and simple sentences
Handwriting is taught alongside phonics and early writing and is supported through practical, engaging and multi-sensory experiences.
At Stanley St Andrew's, letter formation is explicitly taught alongside our systematic synthetic phonics programme through ActiveLearn (Bug Club Phonics). As children learn new grapheme-phoneme correspondences, they are taught the correct formation of the corresponding letters through teacher modelling, guided practice and independent application. This ensures that reading, spelling and handwriting develop together from the earliest stages of learning.
Through regular opportunities to practise, revisit and apply these skills, children build the foundations for fluent and automatic handwriting.

5. Key Stage One
Year 1
Pupils are taught to:
· sit correctly at a table
· hold a pencil comfortably and correctly
· form lower-case letters correctly
· form capital letters
· form digits 0-9
· understand letter families
· develop correct orientation and formation
Handwriting is practised regularly and linked closely to phonics teaching.
Through our ActiveLearn (Bug Club Phonics) programme, pupils continue to develop accurate letter formation alongside their growing phonics knowledge. Teachers model the correct formation of letters and pupils are provided with regular opportunities to rehearse and apply these skills when reading, spelling and writing.
This consistent approach supports the development of secure transcription skills, handwriting fluency and automaticity, enabling pupils to focus increasingly on communicating meaning through writing.
Year 2
Pupils are taught to:
· form lower-case letters of the correct size
· use consistent spacing
· use the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed for joins
· understand which letters should remain unjoined
· write capital letters and digits correctly
Pupils regularly revisit and practise previously taught skills to secure accuracy and fluency.

6. Key Stage Two
In Key Stage Two, pupils continue to develop handwriting fluency, legibility, automaticity and stamina.
Pupils are expected to apply their handwriting skills consistently across all areas of the curriculum so that handwriting supports effective communication and does not become a barrier to composition.
Teaching focuses on ensuring that pupils:
· write with increasing fluency and confidence
· use joined handwriting where appropriate
· maintain legibility and consistency
· develop stamina for extended writing
· make appropriate choices about presentation
· produce written work that is clear and accessible to the reader
Opportunities to practise handwriting are provided across the curriculum, enabling pupils to apply their skills in meaningful contexts.
Where assessment identifies that a pupil requires additional support to develop handwriting skills, targeted intervention and adapted provision will be implemented. This may include:
· additional handwriting practice
· fine motor development activities
· small-group interventions
· individual support
· adapted writing equipment
· personalised targets
These interventions are designed to enable all pupils to develop the knowledge, skills and confidence needed to become fluent writers.

7. Handwriting Approach
At Stanley St Andrew's Church of England Primary School, handwriting is taught through a consistent whole-school approach which is rooted in the statutory National Curriculum, the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework, the Department for Education's Writing Framework (2025) and our school's curriculum vision of Know More, Remember More, Do More.
Stanley St Andrew's does not follow a commercial handwriting scheme. Instead, handwriting is taught through a carefully sequenced whole-school approach that supports progression from Early Years through to the end of Key Stage 2.
Handwriting teaching is closely aligned with our phonics provision through ActiveLearn (Bug Club Phonics) in EYFS and Key Stage 1. Letter formation is taught alongside the introduction of new graphemes to ensure consistency between reading, spelling and handwriting instruction.
Teachers explicitly model:
· correct posture and seating position
· effective pencil grip
· letter formation and orientation
· letter size and proportion
· spacing between words
· joins where appropriate
· presentation expectations
Pupils are provided with regular opportunities to practise and apply handwriting skills throughout the curriculum so that writing becomes increasingly fluent, legible and automatic.
The teaching of handwriting follows a progressive sequence from mark making and early letter formation in EYFS through to fluent joined handwriting in Key Stage 2.
To ensure consistency across the school:
· adults model the agreed handwriting style
· classroom displays and working walls support correct letter formation where appropriate
· handwriting expectations are applied across curriculum subjects
· pupils are given regular opportunities to revisit and practise previously taught skills
Our approach ensures that handwriting supports effective written communication and does not become a barrier to composition.

8. Presentation Expectations
At Stanley St Andrew's, we promote high standards of presentation across all curriculum areas.
Pupils are encouraged to:
· take pride in their work
· present work clearly and carefully
· use appropriate spacing
· form letters accurately and consistently
· edit and improve work where appropriate
Staff consistently model high expectations and celebrate improvements in presentation and handwriting.

9. Inclusion
We recognise that some pupils may require additional support to develop handwriting skills.
Support may include:
· adapted writing tools
· pencil grips
· alternative paper formats
· fine motor interventions
· targeted handwriting programmes
· additional adult support
· adapted teaching approaches
Pupils who require additional support with handwriting may receive targeted intervention based on identified need. Provision will be regularly reviewed to ensure pupils make progress towards greater fluency, legibility and independence.
Specific provision is made for left-handed pupils to ensure they develop efficient and comfortable writing habits.
Reasonable adjustments are made where appropriate while maintaining high aspirations for all pupils.

10. Assessment
Assessment of handwriting is ongoing and forms part of teachers' everyday practice.
Assessment focuses not only on accuracy and presentation but also on the development of fluency, stamina and automaticity.
Teachers assess handwriting through:
· classroom observations
· handwriting activities
· independent writing
· curriculum work
· pupil discussions
· work scrutiny
Assessment information is used to:
· identify next steps in learning
· inform future planning
· provide targeted support where necessary
· identify pupils who would benefit from targeted handwriting intervention
· monitor the effectiveness of support and intervention programmes
· ensure all pupils make appropriate progress in handwriting development
· celebrate pupil progress and achievement

11. Roles and Responsibilities
Teachers
Teachers are responsible for:
· implementing this policy consistently
· modelling the agreed handwriting style
· providing regular opportunities for handwriting practice
· maintaining high expectations
· identifying pupils requiring additional support
English Subject Leader
The English Subject Leader is responsible for:
· monitoring the implementation of this policy
· supporting professional development
· reviewing standards across the school
· ensuring progression and consistency
Governors
Governors are responsible for:
· monitoring the effectiveness of the policy
· supporting the school's strategic priorities
· ensuring statutory requirements are met

12. Alignment with National Guidance
This policy reflects:
· the statutory National Curriculum for English for Key Stages 1 and 2
· the statutory Early Years Foundation Stage Framework
· the principles outlined within the Department for Education's Writing Framework (2025), which emphasises fluent transcription, handwriting automaticity, explicit instruction, repeated practice and the development of pupils as effective writers
· current evidence-informed practice reflected within Ofsted's English Research Review and English Subject Report
· our systematic synthetic phonics programme, ActiveLearn (Bug Club Phonics), which supports the development of accurate letter formation alongside early reading and spelling, ensuring a coherent approach to transcription skills
Through this approach, pupils develop secure handwriting knowledge and skills, build fluency through regular practice and apply these skills independently across the curriculum in line with our vision of Know More, Remember More, Do More.

13. Monitoring and Review
The implementation of this policy will be monitored through:
· lesson observations
· learning walks
· work scrutiny
· pupil voice
· curriculum monitoring activities
Monitoring ensures that pupils progressively develop the knowledge, skills and fluency required to become confident and effective writers.

14. Equality Statement
This policy should be read alongside the school's Equality Information and Objectives, SEND Policy and English Policy.
Stanley St Andrew's Church of England Primary School is committed to ensuring equality of opportunity for all pupils regardless of age, disability, race, religion or belief, sex, gender reassignment, sexual orientation, pregnancy or maternity.

15. Policy Review
This policy was approved by the Governing Body and will be reviewed every three years by the English Subject Leader, or sooner should changes in legislation, statutory guidance or school circumstances require it.
	
	

	Policy Approved:
	_________________________

	Chair of Governors:
	_________________________

	Headteacher:
	_________________________

	Review Date:
	_________________________






