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Stanley St. Andrew’s Church of England Primary School

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES (FRENCH) POLICY
At Stanley St Andrew's Church of England Primary School, we recognise the uniqueness of each person, young and old; all people are special and of worth in God's eyes.
The intent of the Modern Foreign Languages curriculum at Stanley St Andrew's Church of England Primary School is to foster pupils' curiosity and understanding of different languages and cultures whilst developing confidence in speaking, listening, reading and writing in another language.

French has recently been reviewed in school as part of curriculum development and is delivered through the Kapow Primary French Scheme of Work. As a school, we are currently developing and embedding our MFL curriculum. Curriculum mapping and progression documentation are underway to ensure that knowledge and skills are carefully sequenced and build progressively from Year 3 to Year 6.
We aim to inspire pupils to develop a positive attitude towards language learning and to appreciate cultural diversity whilst building a foundation for future language study.

Aims
The National Curriculum for Languages aims to ensure that all pupils:
· understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic sources;
· speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity;
· write at varying length for different purposes and audiences;
· discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied.
At Stanley St Andrew's CE Primary School, we additionally aim for pupils to:
· develop confidence when communicating in French;
· build a secure vocabulary that can be recalled and applied;
· understand basic French grammar and sentence structures;
· recognise similarities and differences between French and English;
· develop curiosity about French-speaking countries and cultures;
· enjoy language learning and develop confidence to take risks when speaking.
Implementation

Foundation Stage and Key Stage One
Whilst the National Curriculum requirement begins in Key Stage Two, younger pupils may be exposed to languages through songs, stories, greetings and enrichment opportunities where appropriate.

Key Stage Two
French is taught in Years 3 to 6 through the Kapow French Scheme of Work.
The curriculum is currently being developed and refined. Teachers are implementing Kapow units whilst curriculum mapping work is undertaken to identify:
· key vocabulary progression;
· essential grammatical knowledge;
· cumulative learning opportunities;
· links between units;
· assessment endpoints;
· long-term progression in speaking, listening, reading and writing.
Current learning focuses on developing:
· speaking and pronunciation;
· listening and comprehension;
· vocabulary acquisition;
· reading simple texts;
· writing words, phrases and sentences;
· understanding basic grammar.

Lessons provide regular opportunities for pupils to rehearse previously taught vocabulary and language structures to support long-term retention.
Teachers make use of:
· speaking and listening activities;
· songs and rhymes;
· interactive games;
· paired and group discussion;
· reading activities;
· written application tasks.

As curriculum development progresses, opportunities for retrieval practice, substantive knowledge mapping and assessment will continue to be strengthened.

Resources
The school provides access to:
· Kapow Primary French resources;
· audio recordings and pronunciation models;
· visual vocabulary aids;
· interactive classroom resources;
· age-appropriate texts and language activities.
Resources are reviewed regularly to support the continued development of the MFL curriculum.

Impact
As the French curriculum is in the early stages of implementation, monitoring currently focuses on pupil engagement, curriculum coverage and the development of early language acquisition skills.

Assessment is ongoing and includes:
· teacher observation;
· questioning;
· speaking activities;
· listening tasks;
· reading outcomes;
· written work;
· pupil discussions.

Over time, assessment systems will be refined in line with the school's wider curriculum and assessment developments.
Pupils will increasingly be able to:
· understand and respond to spoken French;
· recall and use taught vocabulary accurately;
· read and understand age-appropriate language;
· write simple words, phrases and sentences;
· communicate with increasing confidence;
· demonstrate an understanding of aspects of French culture.

Inclusion
All pupils are entitled to participate fully in language learning regardless of ability, background or need.
Teachers will:
· provide visual supports and vocabulary prompts;
· model pronunciation clearly;
· adapt activities appropriately;
· provide additional scaffolding where needed;
· challenge pupils who are ready to deepen their understanding;
· promote active participation from all learners.
Language learning should be accessible, enjoyable and engaging for every pupil.

Roles and Responsibilities

MFL Subject Leader
It is the responsibility of the subject leader to:
· lead the continued development of the French curriculum;
· oversee the implementation of Kapow French;
· develop progression and curriculum mapping documents;
· support staff with subject knowledge and planning;
· monitor teaching and learning;
· evaluate curriculum effectiveness;
· identify priorities for further development.

Staff
Staff are responsible for:
· delivering French lessons effectively;
· maintaining high expectations;
· encouraging participation and confidence;
· assessing pupil understanding;
· contributing to curriculum development.

Pupils
Pupils are expected to:
· participate actively in lessons;
· practise speaking and listening skills;
· engage positively with language learning;
· respect and value different cultures and languages.

Monitoring
The MFL Subject Leader will monitor the subject through:
· lesson visits and learning walks;
· pupil voice;
· work scrutiny;
· assessment information;
· staff feedback;
· curriculum reviews.
Particular attention will be given to ensuring progression is effectively mapped and that the newly implemented curriculum becomes increasingly coherent and well sequenced.

Review
This policy was reviewed in September 2026 by the MFL Subject Leader.
This policy will be reviewed in September 2027 to evaluate the impact of curriculum implementation and ongoing development work.
At every review, the policy will be approved by all class teachers, the Headteacher and the Governing Board.
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